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To my Honoured, and his very good 
: "Mother, Mis, Elizabeth Shiptorts 


Madam, 


FEES eſe Colleftions being Preached 

PA kN nt I on, whilſt 1 was T our 
Miniſter, had Your. Approba- 
tron ond Hearings: now they 
requeſt T our Acceptation, and Tour Read-' 
mg. And though th much of their 
life, (Printing being "or ary Preaching) 


5 hope they will not loſe thetr labour, they 


iſſning onely from an Obedience to Your” 


 Commands,which, to my endeavours, have 


alwayes beew candid, and avourable, 
1 have often been thinking, T hat when 
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a Ap, « T3 ickne| e, or any other bodily in«.. 

| _ firmity deprivesus of the Publick Mini- 
ration of the Word, there are nwo wayes 
whereby we may comfort, and smprove our 
ſelves ; Either by Converſing with Mex; 
or with their VVorks. 

r. By Converſing with Men, when 
we may ho them : So the Diſciples ad 
with Chriſt ; And: the Eunuch-did- ſo 
with Philip. The breathing Inſtrutions 
of good. men, are moſt profitable, and bave | 
4n operation gn them beyond the deid' Eet- | 
ter. Now, vi alt-men, thoſe that by Office | 
are to fpeak, © ward, ta weary, ſoules, are 
moſt. to. be con erred with, 0s ſpeaking 10 

us in ChriſtuPS#e 23: We. are Ambaſls- 
>a for Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5, 20., An Ams 

= haſſadar. is. one, wha + I. Vics ay MS, Or Offi 
ciows for. anther ; Alterius lack .tenct--- 


" Saeae the, ghee anatl ” But the 


EN ' Grecians: 
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in attothers” RW ; Fat Meh Hmbaiſa: 
dours are Miniſters; 1hey are ChriftsOfi- 
caalls, they beart' bs P erſon, and land in 
bis flead; fo it follows, We pray you in 
| Chriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled to God: 
' | Snth men as theſe we muſt chitfly conferr 
with, whilft we bave them. . | "IM 
2. By Conferring with their Forks, \ 
(when we want them.) A man that woiild 
| | mprove; bar. thall tn remote Countries, ti- 
| ther. adviſeth with a Mapp, or with a 
, | Traveller. ' $0, a manwho would improve 
bx Heavenly chill wider the exerciſe of _ 
croſſe Providencer ;. either confults with a 
T raveber (att experienced Traveller) one 
that bath had his praces exerciſed under 
| varions diſpenſations - Or els he tonſults/ 
1) with « Mapp.. Jctioſhaphat did the one , 
| when be was donbifil, whether, of no, be 
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* foould gae up to Ramoth-Gilcad, thinks 
*  _ tit hu beſt courſe to enquire, and take ad- 
viſe, (not of the Captains of by Hoaft, 
but) of the Prophets of the Lord. of 
Hoaſts ; be conſults the mes, But David 
did the other ;. be conſulted the Mapps -+-» 

| Thy Teſtimonies are my delight: and 
my Counſellers, Pjal. 119. 24 What- 
ever duty, whatever divine trath, what- 
ever caſe of Conſctence # neceſſary , for 
man to know, God doth plainly determing 
by bs Sparit, a and, reſolumg us 
by the Voyce of bis Written Word ; Da- 
vid therefore conſults them. Thus Mapps 
are of great uſe, aud Books may. inſtrutt, | 
and improve as well as Men. *'T s Stort- 
ed, The Word Read, converted Cyprian. 
And Thomas A Kempis was wont to-ſay,. Þ 
He could finde reſt no where — Niſt 
iþ. aogulo cum libello. —— but in a: corner. | 
_ with 
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"*with bir "Bible — ſo 1 tranſlate" 38," 'cauſe * 
the beſt Writing — yet"it may. be any athey 
Writing, 'T # true, we ſhould principally 
 reade th Book of God, as moſt fit tothe 
fluence our ſoules, and to improve. ws. 
Theodofius,” Alfred, and Alphonſus 
King of Arragon, are renowned in Hiſtos 
ry for their conſtant Reading of the Scri- 
. ptures : Yet with ſubordination to that great 
Book, we may reade all. other good Books, 
as mean of comfort and improvement ——- 
| | Give attendance to reading — ſaith Saint 
. | Paul, (17 zm. 4. 13.) And #ndced Se. Paul 
bimſelfe gave ſo much attendance to read- 
Wang, that (as you will ago in bs Epiſtle 
eo Titus, chap. 1. 12.) he confuted the Cre- 
irqgns, and other learned Heathens, out of © 
be Books of their own V/riters, Aratus, 
1nd Menander. 
Now, if among many otber Books, T on 4 
? vouchſafe.” -\._ | 
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Pro we [OW foes that al things work t tos. 
Re'ther for gP0d, f0-2hiems that hue God.—- 


f 
J's common'to men in this World, 

| to be-variouſly exerciſed, and to. zo 
Y bars bleſſi ings and croſſes aggers 
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the Per EY Cloud had it's NN RY 
| Gark-fide ; ſo have our conditions. Gods Pros 
vidences, and the change of things, are myſti- 
lly. repreſen ted tous, by thoſe Speckled Hore | 
# among the Myrile-trees —- .wbich were Red- | 
Hovſes, Speckled, with White. Thus Goddoth } 
ſpeckle out our conditions ; They are ſome- | 
times Redand White, ſometimes Black and | 
i: - White ; they are ſcldome of one colour. I F 
E* -' - Solomon had notflaid, "There % a time to laugh, Þ 
ard a time to monrne —expericnce would havef 
made every man'a Solomon in this reſpet, and} 
have taught him feclingly to acknowledge 3 
that, As things never go ſo il] with men, but 
they have fome Conſolations ; (6, things neve; 
go ſo well with men, but they have ſome 
 fffliGionss 
' Now as Afﬀicions do often happen undery 
ctoſs Providences ; ſo, it is hard for a man tc 
in ſo great a conqueſt, as to be ſubmiſſive 
ander his Afﬀfligions, confideringSiow weal 
'M the fleſh is; and how i impatient, It takes de 
» Bs oc only inthe'objetts of ie Seafer;un and+ 
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* we anght * Put the Spirtt helpeth our beferavities = 
we know riot what to Pray'for as we ought 6 

 - St. Pant (one would. think) had ſo much skill F 

\. as not. to ask the thing that was nat nook 

that was not convenient | 
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wo ; . ſped” Conſt elle bin, LT: know not "what. ” - 
Eo whe, Every one. tuft not go crowned ; ner - 
- 4s honour fic for all men, they were his Diſci: 
- ples, not the worlds, and muſt rather drink 
the Cup of Afﬀflidion, then court ſuch high 
Aibition, The meaning of the Apoſtle then 
in theſe words, (We know not what to Pray: for 
as we .onght : but the ſpirit =o) 1s this, We 
know not what condition is good, for us, 
therefore we muſt leave all to God, and. to 
the Spirit of God, who. will ſupport us, and. 
direF us in every condition. 
' 5: From the Cooperation of all Aman. 
. ons, to the good of all beleevers, as in this. 
Verſe propounded, --- We know that all things, 
foall work, together for their good —— Theſe 
words need no explanation,; the meaning is, 
 Fhat al{'things that happen unto the Saints 
in this life, (eſpecially AfiQtions) are direQed. 
by Gods Providence: to their eternall good 
Sad happineſs 3 And this we tnow, ſaith he, «-- 
that is, This truth is confirmed by our own, | 
experience, and the experience of all Gods, | 
| —_— Bclecvers have expeimeataly found; | 
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[Oodrdoing hem mood, Þy theie Aon © 
TEE e my ef , \is truehal } 0w, Polueg) ot 
O Lord. that ibom in thy faith neſs 5, Cath is, oe -* 2 
love, and goodneſs } bot sfflicted: me ; out y $42, 
pure love and goodneſs, God. brivgs. his peo- 
ple to Afflitions; this troubled Prophet found 
it ſo: and ſeeing other Saints SOM found, all, 
 |Saints,may expeR to find, All this Ghar is, 
|the worſt of things) work bngipoles ir 
(peed. This I call, The Myſtery of Afictas 
Iſtrarge Myſtery i indeed,(you wil lay) ant 
| todd kind of working, to gain by. t then. 
o purchaſe by loſſe, and te trivumphFBWAL 
Kion : Yor (o.it is, Our light rfflicHon- 1 
Yor 94, 4 farr more exceeding we 
Nhohave more conſolations wg 
re more open Filn, the inner-man. 2 Who 
have more tranq ity and content of- mind ? - 
then thoſe who ra ubmit to Gad, as knowing. 
his power ſo--great, that he can. ". the Fic wal 
| reateft $009 Lea che groarglt exill.. "Of 


I lay Gain theſe ewo Propoſionts” 
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Is rage I: gh all -hriſtians. ; 
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r. This Myſtery of A 8708 | ls, Frets; _ 
it will work for the p00i 'of all. 'Chriftians, 'T 
might prove*this, trom the, Author of theſe! 
Afﬀitons, God himſelF : As they arc diretedP 
by tis wile Providence, (o they muſt needaf 
renefto this cterndl good ahd happibets. AAAS 

ome nat by chance, rior da they light : 

rebey 13, but arc comfuliſfonated fromF 

gs, þ.87 the oxd; ((aith good v)d Bli) 
& Beg him ds what BY ? eafeths. 'The deftiny © off 
* *our\troubles are written above, by a. wiſch 
Dexrge : andas they aj c wiſely y ordained; ſo, 
On? of a ptinciple of ove" th they wilt be wiſe4 
ly TEkerelpd wt upon all Ektiltigh Thu: Ekrifh 
H his Spirje ſpeaks," unto the TA Mekes we | 
nary as I loye, T chaſt gn 4. "XHiQion, lik 
Wormetvood, mikes ki "Clip" biteet'; yer, 4 
how bitter ſpeverthe Cup be which Lam rc t 
wrap! Faith fhews the [6 He of a db, that 
__ 1t is, fram..the hands of .a Heav athes | 
$: Who lg: he put- Vothe a, Ab k- 
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a afor & n | 
Remy Togr ch m Go er bats 

| itn me to ®pk, wo 00} TE Fa It 1s 1s 
love to my ſoule 1s; God.corredts me, 
% ith the Chan, al he PUTURR Ez p 
: ce, Chriſt himſclfe” pn onde foun 
apo ſo ſhall all Chron finde, KA theſe 
JAftlitions as not {o my our croſſes, as ;our 


Crowns, God will one day. recompence. their 
Tuffering ngs, and cauſe all ef thi m the 


_ forthe good of them that, F ' 


. 


f 30u pleaſe, I. ball difeonrſe, and 
| $f LF ph 1h F done, oy 


lans work, or one 

good, theſe three | ſeverall wazes. 1o By 

| Prong Comfor gh By Prue © Snare 
By provprieg.. ys 28 3 


I, All Attn DEPEE our ws 4s PR 
+ $end 10. promote Comfort, Great, A Wins 7] 
The WA times for great pony ? 
Kiad his Revelation. in the Ifle of: Patmos:: org 
Pocob had glorions Viſions, whilſt he, was fly- 


bay FOIA | rath.of: his; fone 
ny he wr Grote He 
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of ighe oh Fin» nnphge wiſe > 


| KeapaF ih s, \ ep.  foftceppl £ 
Tows. Re a3" chat Chr "Was tra5ld- 
gured, and*his face did (ue as the SIT {| 
was iminediatch, Þefore his bloudy Paſſion! '$ 
Chrift-was firſt taken inco the Mount, befor R 
he was lifted npon the Croſs,” It was in 
Wilderneſs, that God ſpa ke to his Church of 
F Oanian, a comboitahyſe* happigeſs. Indeed 
you may tell me, that the 05308 of Religi 
OUus doties (mote then the exetciſe of- AMii: 
ons )is a ſpeciall time for comforts.” Youmy 8 
tel me, That when! Grice is exerelled toprey 
pare our hearts ts Prayer, or. rq make © 
ſoutes wait- in attendance to the other Ordig * 
nances, God fills us full bf heavenly conſolad - 
tidhs. "Thos, when Hamill was Pedying)wli | 
melody did ſhe finde within ? what) Joy. die 
Tatolind: her ? When old Zachary was ſacrifi 
ting, hefaw the glorious Viſion. "Tkas, Noigr 'L 
Mary fate at Chriſts feer, hearing the ord, | 
how did he fill her heart with care ? You f 
' may tell me; none have ſweeter folaces.'s 
[! f, and. conſolacion; then thofe who” oy in- | 


ae far © Communic \ with "God : 
ot p Jucier 7 rant it; e It. fs the Word and 
I 1. Dif ng. Spitie, that Sh the main work. ; 
but 1 ſay, as Solomon did, That there js 4 time 
*, all things : [There is a. ſeaſon for the Word 
J to be delivered in, and Afition- times are 
J the moſt ſeaſonable.rimes. When the. unruly 
4 Patient is bound hand. and foot, you may 
# ſearch, the. wound, and.apply the plaiſter : SO 
when God. hath men jn tetters of Afiiftion, oy 
and their ſpirits are tamed, you may then the 2 
better ſpeak to tkem, and give them counſel], © | 
If the ' bound. in ferterg, and bolgen. in cords | 
of 4 iSlion : Then he  ſheweth them-their work, * 
and their tranſgrefſiov. He openeth alſo theireare 
1 to diſcipline, and commangetb that they return 
4 frovt iniquity. AffiiBion: times, are diſciplina: 
ty-times 3 perſwaſions.and reaſons. will, than 
þe. heard, which-would not before. be_.heard, 
which reaſons work comforts. Thus, .when 
did Chriſt ever Preach ſuch comforts: to. his 
Dip. as when he \ was ready to cave them 
'Y to the perfecuring. world, and their ſoulea © 2 
y be an to be ſorrowtull ac his departure, Iwill "2 
Tt | the Fathir, and or va give you ITY 2 
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' to break their hearts at his departure. Bute 


-Hor the face of. man. could Saunt therg, theich 
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Chriſt ap ROW going ; g from A CT 3% he tcils 
them, That be- could no longer ftay --- and this 
was {ad news to his Diſciples, who were ready 


ſce how he chears them again, (and it wag 
the beſt of comforts) by telling them, I will 
Pray the Father, and he ſball give you anocher | 
Comforter, that be might abide with you forever, | 
Beleeve ic, here in this Verſe, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was ſo carefulf that his Diſcip les hould | 
not be too much dejzected, that he adat his ' 
own bitter Paflion, to comfort them ; He tells © 
them of a Comforter (which nels all: 
comfort ) that ſhould.never leave them, eſpe-" 
cially in Aﬀfiidions bur abide with. Ties, rat 
ever. And this the Diſci ples found true, for | 
they were fulF of comfards And when. was 
this ? Immediately before 'they were carried 
from the. Councelf to be ſcourged, --- they} 
departed rejoycing --- Henee did proceed. that 

Heroick ſpirit, chat Hiſtory reports to be. in 
thoſe primitive-Martyrs, pt their blood 
for him, who ſpilt his blood for them. 'T'was 
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outward tribulation they wete” even ambiti- 


aſhes there would come an immorrall Pha 
nix ; and from theſe litrſe AﬀMiQions, there 
| would flow the purchafe of eternal] comforts, 
God indeed dath comfort his Saints in all 


- | conditions 3 but he doth never give his Saints 
- | ſodeepa taſte ef comfort, as in their troubled 
4 }conditions ; he doth never beſtew thoſe pre- 
8 2tious drops of divine confolations in a werld 
a Jof pleaſures, but keeps them only to make 
1 {pleaſant the, birter Cup. The very end of 
--1God in aflliQing, js to fit us for comforting — 
wr | Premit, ut ſolatea praflat — ſaith the Pcet -- 
2x {He affliCts us, that he may comfort ns; and 
axthis comfort is (o much the ſweeter, by how 
-ddmuch AfliG;on hath been bicterer 

[4 
% I muſt enlarge my Diſcourſe,ts ſbew you, 
in That thu Myſtery of AffiliGions works com- 
od fort in our hearts two wayes.. 

a3 | 

eich, Firſt, By opening s wein of godly ſorrow is 
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rdiprr beort?. This is the next way to ſpiritual. 
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inward <confolation did'alwiycs exceed 'theit 


ous of the flames,'as knowing from theſe 
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Of "roupfort againſt Go, wh GAR , nee fp pt> 
ritually mourne a. FAN Fins fon+- 'Of en 
this, vein of godly ſorrow ; "his veIn opened, 
[ets out the corruption ; and the cor pigrion 
being ſet out, makes way for {| 'rteuat} conſo: 
$ lation. 'The bleſſed Apo file Ef of Chriſt, 
WF That in the dayes of bis 'F lefp, Ul ſuppoſe he 
3 means, whiles he Was continually burthened| 
E with temptations,., and afflitions) - thoſe 
dayes, he ofjered prayers and ſupplications, wil 
trong cryings and tears., Chriſt was in a ſtrong 
confli& of Afﬀigtion 3 and as his conflid Wat: 
Fong, ſo allo were his cryes, Whe cn Jacol 
'wralt ed with the Angel, he did-not. 'onely 
Reds Pray, but Cry, He: wept, and made ſupplication . 
 Afﬀfiction ich rears and {upplicatien ; and 
| tears and ſppplication, cauſe comfort and con 
— ({olation.. Water drops from. Violets an 
"— Roſcs, when hre is pur under the Still ; 
the. waters.of godly ſorrow drops Parry oO 
Eyes, when We hue bf. All 3x au 
Belceve it , God doth: ufuatty prepare a 

ple for the Riidpof ſpiritual] conſolation, 
peſt 
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fp 


.thys melting them in the hire, of Aﬀﬀca 
ain the Ot, ſhe (OF e:the © 
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| Set thy boaſe irror 


Tor 'DpO! up It 1 o ac 
"hk p5y NG 6pon Fruk; yt 4; 
p Ne Foy! t him that keavy omg 
er, for 1 thou n:uft 74 ---v 
a vein of -gricf ' wa. opened, avd how was 
heart loftened ? How full was he. of vehe- 


| - ment and weeping importunity, --- Hezetzgh 


wept fare, and ſaid, [ beſeech thee, 0 Lord, re= 
member now, bow 1 bave walhed \ before thee in 
eruth, 4nd with ' a perfeQ beatt'--- 2 Kings 


20, 3-. This Viktation brought: him to his 2 


Y Fears, and .Sup plications ; ; apd his Texts 
4 and. $iip ren {J 'Tike "NoaP's el Ye, , fee 
from the Arke, bratght bim at la In © 
branch of conſolations +=. Taurne again, br 
Hezekiah, Thus ſai the Eo 4, F "have be 

thy Prayers, T have 

beate thee - >: pt 


x wings 


not let him TER hs ooh waa 


Indeed this” gooty odly forrow (the hemeney. 4 
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"2 Foheatiall Sol) 8 fected a "Joxfatt | 


"oF "This Was the cauſe of thoſe ſweet” 


"g y K. > We. and zoyes upon the Apoſtle's Spirit, 
| xj 7s [ 


gyce that you. were made ſorrowful after a 

ly manner : For godly ſorrow worketh repens 
tance to ſalvation — If it work repentance to 
ſalvation 3 how much. the caſier ro conſolati- 
on ? And fo it docs, godly ſorrows alwayes 

FG bring.comfort : This was the myſterious tem« 

f 3 Cer. 6 PET © Fthe Apoſtles — 4s ſorrowing, yet alwayes 
rejozcing —— Ignorant, and carnall ſpirits arc 
ſtumbled at:this;cxpreſſion, and looks upon it- 
AS A; Riddle, That the Difci ples of: hriſt 
ſhould be ſorrowfull, yet NOT joyfull — 
But 'tis « plaincaſe ; though they be troubled 
wichout, they hong pete within 3 though 
they have matter of ſorrowing, in reſpe& of 
outward Afiiion, they have. matter of rex 
joycing Mi reſpe& of inward conſolation 
their godly foros haye the promiſes of Come 
fort, and they ſhall haye it. by 
_. Secondly, "Afflicions work comforts in ii 
bearts fn men, b 4; in more of Gods fpirl- 


a We hayea promile 
ALL: in times of A 


Gon, 
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ILY ITC T Fife" ay wilt-be with us Pit 1: 'y, | "I 
ble — An#how can it be'il} with that'mis, 
 whohath Gods powetfull preſence with kit, | 
in his trotbfe. When Gbd' Kyd that ma © 
charge upon Moſes, faying,' Depirt,” and $0 ap Keod. 
hence,thou,and the people whith'theu haſt brought * 33. & © 
| up out of the Land of Egypt, unto the Land which 
I - ſwere unto Abraham — Moſer inthe 't2,and 
| "13. verſes, ſtrongly argues the 'cale, in theſe 
Sheds. See, thou” ſayeſt nnto. me, Bring up this 
people, and then haft not let me kzow what protes | 
1 Sion, or what conſolation 1 ſhall” have 'in this 
7 Journey. Now therefore, T pray thee, if I bave 
7 fonnd grace in thy ſight, ſhew me now thy; 
|} that I ray know I hawe: found grace in thy: 0 
You ſce, he comes to God with! a firs 
queſt, ind Petitions him: That be would We 
bim the way, that is, that he would ſhew'him * 
what comtort, and what proteQion he ſhould . O0 
have in ſodifficult a way; that by ſorite viſi- 

ble, and occulat 'demonſtrativa;” he might 
know that he had found favour i in Bis f | 


In the I it- verſe, "%Þ fayes God , My'y p 


Irs | TBE? 34 x 
a; frog [ 904 % +77 8 bt wh” Rk, hoy aH4; 5all 1 ro. 
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mi (e,4 ? ofen ve oligo withthee, 1no. the 18;- 
and 4. verſes, Moſes (aid unto him, It is well 
thou art pleaſed | to promiſe {fo great a 
comfort --- For if thy preſence goe not. with me, 
earry #4.n0t. up bence,.: For wherein. ſhall it by 
known, that 1 and thy, people have found grace ip. 
phy ſight ? Is it aot intbistbat thou goeft with us £ 
Obſerye how;richlyMoſes.pleads-che caſe with 
God 5. he queſtions how his grace and favour, 
he ORR how his love and mercy, he que- 
Kions, how bis comfort and proteGtion could 
be with. them in that: bled. condition? | 
unleſs - they: had, his ſpecial! preſence with: 
them:: Is t. xot in, that "thou, goeft with 5? 
and indeed, it.is well-ſpoken:: For how ſhould 
LO 1ndge Clviſianity te be any thirg, 

but a {ſevere command;? Haw.ſhould men be- 
lecve that God rewarded Pieey, and favoured 
his Saints ? Or, that .in'every.{ad occaſionghe 
would. be their comfors,and proteRtion;were it 
,nor for this, Thatwhereſeever they go,b# pre- 
ſence alwaies. goeth with 1bem.'Belccve ic, Godfi 
1s Emannel; God with.us, not onely to behold 
\tybut te upheld ui allo in every ; AftiGiion 
| oy . 
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adedefrms Alone, (thac-is, one 4 in any of my 
tryalls, or in any of my troubles) for fahomey Johs'T, . 
db the things that pleaſe bim. Chiiſt, when he ** 
was moſt aſſaulted, then was he mot aſſiſted: 

when he was the 'moſt afflicted, then was he © 
the moſt comforted, Chriſt had the gracious” © * 
preſence of his Father in'every Affiicion; and 

{6 ſhall Chriſtiane. If they bi prefent with 


;” | God in a waiting: way, God will be'preſent: 
df with thetw in a comforting-way. God 4tiath' 
71 (Virtue proyriſſs} by the obligation of (his pro« 


rife) engaged his peſence. to: them, T will 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee. This is bi. 
promiſe, and he will pertorme ir. | Whit'w 
ter is it then if'we have more troubles iew- 
6thers, ſceing we have more'of Gods conates 
nance then others? What matter if we lieve 
more Affictions,'ſceing we ſhall haye'f 
conſolations ? What" need we ' vala | ie 
worlds croſſes, or the worlds frownts 2 
we ſhall have more of Gods paces ak 

' fiales ? Thus in the firſt place, Aſfiriont wort 
3} for vir good, they tend 10 promote © 

E 


FTE. , 


| 


- Son ng ago CEE on ods ' 
ſpeciall, and immediate pecionce-i into. the | 
hearts. of. men. " 
3. Al Affiions-work, for our good, as they 1 
tend to promote grace in our hearts, Grace is a. | 
4Cor. rich Jewell; and as the Apoltle calls it, It-3s a. ; 
'*> gift unſpeakable --- Martial reports of a Fly, 
Lbax by a drop of. Anber falling upon it, « greet 
ſumme of Money. was bidaen for it: Juli fuch i is. 
. the ſoule, a very 1:conſiderable thing, tall. 
Grace cnnch. it.z if, the. leaſt dragftof: this - 
Heavenly Amber fall yponit; thenorely is 10 
preciaus,. Beleeve it, \Glarious -things are, 
ipoken.of :this-Grace : [+ is the ſpiritual food. 
at Saints | [t is the Jite.of the fs wy and the, 

blefled Manna. of. Ang«1]>: k.But if.. yon. would; 

have me to wing my expreſſions higher --- It is 
the New birth of- a-man, whereby he takes? 
up another Nature, a.vew. Nature; a ſpicituall | 
Nature, a. God-like Nature. As. Chriſt was | 
borne (and. thereby. took. on. him. the Nature 
of.. Man). and was made. Fleſh : So Man is 
borne again by Grace ( and: thereby takes ups. 
| #92i0 the Nature.of God).ang ts.made Spy 
>; rit«:: 
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Cy - which-is. as | 
Myſterious as Grece, and-it is Peace: It is the 
Fealt of a good: Conſcience, and the very* 

beauty of this preſent life... L meanc by Peace, 

that tranſcendent kinde of Peace, which 18 

| Peace with God, and Peace with Conſeichee. 

This Grace, nd. this tranſcendent kinde+ of 
Peace, are the, two Myſterious Priviledges of 
- the Saints; they ſhine in; conſtellarion;-and 
.go hand. in hand' together, like Hippocrates | 
.his .cwith, they hve and dye together, The | 
ApoRlestherefore:in-their, -Salucations; uſed 
toſay,)Grace be unto you; and Peace--» And in 
their 'Valgdigions, Grace and Peace be with you. 
Not one. without the other, yet one before 
I the other |; Grace before :Peace. Grace hath 
the. proheminence-; there can-be no true 
Peace without-it-: and with it, there cannot -- 
but be Peace. No bleſſing comes before Graee, J 
and no blefling laſts Janger. Now this Graes, 7 
which is the chiefe Priviledge of a Beleever, 
is by Afﬀfigions- yajenſy wrought —_ 
the heart wet _ 


E 2 


» Sions i +4909 that it oor bi Fg | 
.--y the hearte of oy No woos woe four: k 


werall- _ 


Firſt, By onichenind our graces: ARMiG;on 
_raiſeth upour ſouls to the neil of all Rehi- 
Pal 11s. gians Duties, ThyStatutes hawve'been my Souy) 3 
Where, may a manavke ?. David anſwers, Net 
n__ the Throne ; but, -i» the houſe of my pil-Y 
| : There it was, that his-Devotion wael 
imvre CINn-oy and bis graces more quickened. 
Nothing betrer to' make Aromaticall Spice 
ſend forth their {avonr; then-bruifeng : ſo, no+ 
thing better-to' quicken the ſoule, 'and te 
make ber ſend: forth the (perfunicd ? _ of 
truc devotion, then Gods" Afﬀfliting. - In pto-# 
ſperity,amid(t the confluence of all deſireable' 
.and choice. pleaſures, we are- apt'to-negle& 
theſe Juties';- we thewbut feldome/ worſhip 
God, and+ ſeldome i Pray-: But when God! 
1 fends his. Purſivants (his ſtrong AfſiGons)) roÞ 
: fummon vs, theſe make us Math make? 
EL ys make halt unto RS. "—_ out my 
- bo c »hea 
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Jubey.» (77 prog ane at ws 
L root 'h, butnow, the bis chaftening hand 
: Was Kpon thew, th & powred ont a Progct: zhat 0 
| him, You may from hence ee; whhtiaidiffe- 
| Jrence there. is betwixt.our Prayers: in health, 
nya0d Prayers in fickneſs ; hes Pray et be- 
'Rfore, and Prayer.after Afliciven : Before, how 
cold, andflat were they 2Nows how!pirituall 
and quick are they .?: Thoſe: that defotatihd 
Ynot a tear toſhed, or ligh. to utter; thoſe that 
before were Blocks in Prayer, Hypoerites;in | 
eart, and Laeodiceons in aflegions;.na y, thoſe. 33 
sYwho- before had a. Nabals heart,.:a: Hy of 
= SKone in every duty: How:are they-now! ſoft- 
>Med, and melted ? How do they.now /purpole,. 
Jand promile Refarmatien 2 'How-1 oh; \homds-* 
Sgehey now beſiege the Thr _ of bizavin, 
th every newg and eyery fervent inpptics; 
ion ? They, powned out a Prayer, when: thy © 
» Sobaftening band was nponahem. Thus Afﬀligion 
Feccheth che foulc £o:Ged, and brings it upon 
> Þt's knees, in it 8 Devotions, and Prayers. (Bee: 3 
. Weeve: it,, Gods. gracious. Spirit. is, the. beſt: 5: _— 
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"Thay-Sanflifed MſShions 3 otherwiſe, in Rel 
, of - being quickened, (like- refty "I Weſea 
+ ſhall. poe- on worſe, if onr Aftligions, be notT 
ſanfiied. However, God (ces that meerleveſF} 
will not prevaile with us; ; he fees that natu-JC 
rally our hearts are ſo dull, fo heavy, theyFh 
- muſt be driven up'to Heaven, (mercy will nothh( 
doc it) therefore is: it, he ufeth the Spur, andfec 
Rod of his Afflitions : And theſc indeed ex-{ec 
- cite our ſoules to duty, and- make our graces Ire 
quicker. 
 Secondly,By exerciſing our Grates : As every], 
thing i 15\moſt in it's excellence, when 1t 181 
moſt in exerciſe ;{o is Grace : it puts forthſp: 
the brighteſt colours in Afflition. Ruſt wil 
eate up the beſt Sree), which is not uſed : and{ſty 
the beſt graces of che Saints would ruſt andſe 
_ corrupt, were they net ſometimes exerciſed, 
_—. and-refined: Afiitions therefore, they. ire ſl 
| many Files, - thar <ferchi off- che "Ruſt fron 
the graces of the Saints,'and renders theinisf 
- the brighter. © Waters that ftand Qtill, andfT 
and: have no current, are aptto putiifie, and J 
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- Þrecd venomous creatures: arid Bodies thatfw 
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pit Nee Jad decor iy iti rot and. 
anttaRt eoreupcion; if they be not Luvielfed," 
{The winterof Afi; Qion, though it have fewer 
{Flowers thath allo fewer Weeds : but let a: 
Chriſtian be" never ſo well cempered, (like 
The beſt ground, which, if not Plowed, will” 
IÞc overgrowne) if che. winter of Aﬀi@ions- 
ome not on him, weeds and corruptions will 
kame upon him ;” eſpecially theſe foure cor- ' 
paptions, Pride, Craglty, Security, and- the Ins * 
yoderate Lowe of this werld.. 
| 3.” Prite, It'is the obſervation” which' is 
uſually made-in every ' Ape; Thag-nor onely? 
rreat men, but gaod men too; tn proſperity; 
while they chave fall Eſtates, ſuccesful far-: ;. 
tunes, rich friends, are apt to+forget- 
lves, and to be (well'd with Pride : Who a8 + 
Lor4, ſayes-the* proud Kingof Egypr? FT: 
ball be: lik to the moſt higheſt; was the Lan» 
page of. the *Bebslonifh: Monarch. The. V, 
_ 81nd not of- Man, goes down with Herod. 
1is :45 the clevarion of Pride, which dares? 
bus jaVe the immorrall Powers, and: vie: 


ach 5 the .Al wright ty. David deth not. pc? 
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7.9. 5 # 
| the wicked; Twas exviows, when I ſaw the Jo - | 
 fperity of the wicked, Plal. 73- 3. Buthe alſo | 
tbeweth what fin profperity breedeth, There- 
fare Pride compaſſeth them about as 8 chine, ver. | 
6: but this golden chaine of Pride, at laſt 
RKranples them, They are brought to deſolation | 
iv # tnomtnt, and are utterly conſumed, ver. 19; 
Iddeed, what Pliny yeports of the poyſonfull : 

f herbAcomtefocagerly deſired by the Panthers, | 
that being hung up by Hunters above their { 
reach, they never leave leaping at ic, and: 
ſirainingat'ir, till they burſt chemſclves, and | 
ſodye: Thexfame may I fay of Pride, men ia ' 
proſperity have ſuch an immoderate deſire ts! 
it, that they arc alwayes ſpreading their ſailes 4 
For the winde of popular applauſe to brearhe } 

pon, and alwayes uſing of their wings to | 

{oarc high, till at laft ſwolne to too proud nþ 

height, theſe fraile "ſu ports failing thew, 

they fail, and ſo dye. Exempliged in Sigiſ- 1 

mind: the 'young King of Hungaris, who be- | 

holding the greatneſs of his Army, ſaid, What. 
wed we frare the Turk, whd need jnigt feare the fals } 
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| F* es ore dates He 
fac to 8kull Dazubine i in a lits 


; the growl 


"Yr * all +: He { hortly.afte 


his life, 
tle. Boat, . A preſumption not much unlike 

Canguage, Who ſbal/ bring me down to 
--- poſſibly there was.no man on 
earth, that durft accept Edow's challenge, 
when he threw down his Gantlet, and bid de- 
fiance toall worldly Powers, Who ſball bring 
me down © But God acctpted the Challenge, 
and undertook that vain boaſter upon hi = 
terms then he propoſed : He tells him, That 
theugh he ſet his neſt (where neyer man yet ſet 
his neft) even awong-tbe Starrsgyer thence will 
I bring thee down, ſaith the I'prd. God does 
- but Life wicked men up in proſperity, as the 
| "Eagle did, the Cockle-fiſh, that they may 
..catch a greater fall. Yet notwithſlandiag this 
; danger, how common a lin Pride is toa pro” 
 - ſperous condition, may be ſeen in that Tag 
\caution of Meſes to the Iſraelites : Moſes wa 


> 9, Bewgre that thon. forget not the Logt Devs Þ, 3 


God »-- Left when thes baſt 


eaten, anilaxt Tull 
ond bgſt built. goodly houſes, axd bait divejt tber# 


- iu, Left when thy rig and Floce ae are. re 


Obadiah 


3. 46 


Lang 
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Deur, 33. 


_ abated. By Afflictions, as 
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thine heart be lifted np, and thou forge, FL 
thy God — How carefull wat ; Mb 

them; and how jealous of thewlfl "—y 
thould forget God, who had ſuff E Fey 
membred them X Or, leſt their hearts Nrould 
be liſted up agairfſt him, whoſe hand-was ſo. 
often lifted up for them. But alas | all-in 
vain's -his counſecll ; What Moſe-here by way 
of Prophchie, 1s cautiomng they not to doe'z 
by way of Hiſtory, he is eſs where reproving | 
them Ao doing : Biz Jeſaurun waxed fat, and | 
kicked: --» they be forſook, God that made him, 


and lichily efitemed the Rock of his ſalvation.” 


Ijrael, like a-ted beaſt, grew proud, and infos 


Jent in green Paſtures : And fo will the het 
of men do in flouriſhing and fre({h conditions. 
" But now Afﬀiction puts: a ſtop tomen in this. 
Iighcarcer of their gekes zit interceprs #he | 
proviſions of - Pride ; it takes away. the 'fuell- 
chat ſhould increaſe the heate, and fire of 
mens. Paſſions, and fo their inſolencies-- are 
Job: ſpeaks, God 
bider pride "from . "4 thete corcoſivesghe | 
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an V Fon are compated: ta 
Thor | old, I will hedge up thy way with © 
Thernes,] Hol. 2: 6, that } is, with croubles and 


- when he is in want, and in Afﬀliftion- He ean- 


' they are kept to hard meate, and want : when 


dS ; 
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bladder of Pride, and " T1 


me 

» Cruelty, This fin never aCts above- veal 
Or apo the Stage, bur in proſperity 3 ic, goes 
unſeen till then, or at moſt, but halfe (cen: 
halfe the' wickedneſs of a man appears not, 


not feaſt like an Emperour, {p end like a Pro- 
digall ; nor can he ſay of his fins, as the Roman 


glucton did, of his diſhes, That thoſe are be$t, 


that coſt him deareſt. No, wicked men, when 


they are under Affliction, when like unruly 
Stallipns, they are tyed to rack and man- 
ger, though their luſts be not thereby abſo- 
lutely mortified ; yet they are ak ſo 
Rifled, and Rarved, they cannot a&. 'Tis on< _— 
ly worldly affluence, and warmth, that broods ..... 
and brooks corruption 3 ; "ris riches and power > 

"T2 "EY 


: = 3.28 


| Fa Fes bY He; $7 Sat 


- him, —- I know MOWwill that thon wilt doe unto 
the children of I{ra@&their ſtrong holds wilt thow 
ſer on fire, and their young men wilt thou ſlay with 


"ut. Uracl. 


es of men 
looſe, to purſue their gain and; le: | (" Ha- 
<1] was a cruel] man ; yet he did not beleeve 
there was ſo much cruelty 1 in his heart, as in | 


his heart was lod 22g. When the Prophet told 


the ſword, and ſe deſh their children, and rip 
up their women. with child. Haz.2el anſwered, 
ad ſaid, But what is thy ſervant a Dog, that be 
ſhould aos this great thing ? ?-Well, how does the. 
Prophet Tonvince him 1 Eliſhs replycd, The 
Lord hath ſh:wed me, that thou ſhalt be King. 
over Syris, As if he had ſaid, Thou ſhalt have 
much proſperity in thy hands and then the | 
wickedneſs of thine heart will be apparent ;- 
thou art bur a poor, private, inconſ derable 
perſon now, and - wantſt means-to ſhew the: 
bly of thy ſpirit : but when thou art High- 
and Mighty, Lord over all, and King i in Syrie;- 
when thou haſt all this proſperity and power 
in thy hands, then wilc chou-lee-thy. heart: 


Iaofe u unto wickedneſs, — and dee all thnevil y 


3+ Security, 


3: Snag This jon Whkch, 4p 
to trouble usin a proſperous wor fo whict- 
| Afflitions baniſh, by execreifing our graces; and 

/* creating in us 4 freat meaſure of ſober watchs 

| fulneſs over athour wayes.' A weak Chriſtian 

_ with watchfulneſs. walkedafer;then a Op 36-4 

Chriſtian, that gives way tofecurity:and 

fumption. The preſumptuvus' Chriſtian, he 

_ perſwades bimſelfe nothing” ig impoſſible, TE 

thing is too hard to perforne, nothing: tos / 

\ difficult to reſiſt ; upon which. confidence, he 

ocs not like the mili icant holy mas, keep hid. 

| Caſtle; but like Goliob, be-boldly Ralks forth, 
and 'datcs- every thing to a Combare :- He 
thinksno'Relipion good, but! in the houſe of 

' wicked Neyo ::nor, no chaſtity- of life: com-" 
mendable, but in Sodow and Gomorrab.  Aſſy- 

redly, this mans reſolutions are dangerous | 
As well may the Bird efcape the Lime:warnd'; 
as well may the Fiſh-efcape the Nete,. 45g" 
-Chriſtian-\not enter into temptation; | We 
ſhould not therefore think our {elves ſecure ;- 
but, a#he who beſt knows our temperbids us, 
ſo ſhould we doe, Watch, and'Pray,: 
into yew prations.” Theſe Gao that ſscaningly 


we ett Mut, 6” '4 


= + ih willeaGlye enter we 4 not hs Slee” 
7 by deceit) if we ſet not a guard upon our 
Gaſes, Some 
IF the doore of Conſcience, Ike the flaming 
K Sword of a Cherabim at the gate of Paradiſe, 
| tocxamine what comes in.. 
watch ſet to keepout every ſin. 'Tis a gene- 
MuE13. rall caution, What I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, 
- Watch. Oh, what need hath a Chriſtian to 

be ever upon his watch ? what need-hath he 

to keep ſtrict watch and ward 2 That Chriſti- 

an, who like ſome aver-daring,Gyant, thinks 
himſclfe (ecure, andeeps'upon his guard, will 

by kis corruptions, ſoon be foyled : Whilit the 
Crocodile ſleepeth, (as Hiſtorians relate) the 


trails : So ſin never cnters '{o;well, nor de- 
deſtroys us with more eaſe, as when ie takes 


_ 4n danger when they are watebfull ; 

thing tends more then. Afidions to make 
 ——_— Saints, and makes them look about them. 
"_ writes of certaine people, That 


: could 


Angel therefore mult ſtand ar | 


There muſt bea 


, - . 
- l "+ . 


Indin Kat gets into him,-and. cateth bis en-. 


us naping upon. the ſoft lap of a proſperous 
condition. But now, as the Saints are never | 
ſo, no-] 


them watchfull. Afii&jons open the Eyes of 


——_— 


eou}t ſee'npthing in the@ay; 


night : Thus maiiy Chriltidns we To'blinded 


' with the Stn ſhine of proſperity, 1 


| comes uporr thenr, then they can diſcerne alt 
things, then cheir Eyes are opened, and wade 
' to look about them,” Beleeve it (as it is well 
obſerved by many) ' AfiiGiions 'are "to" the 
Saints, as the Thorn at the Nightiagaler breſt; 
which makes her fing ſweetly, and keeps her 
waking: Fes tr SAF If 
4: The; imimederate lev of this World This 

1s a ſin which ts apt to grow upon ugh profpe- 
rity. When the'Candle of 'profperity thines 


upon our heads, (as Job ſpeaks) arid the fe> + 7 


erets of the Lord/are within our Tabernacles; 


| when our Root- is ſpred by*the waters, and 


the dew. lies all* night upon our? render 
branches : that 1s, when we have- freſh and 


- flouriſhing conditions, how apt are we to have 


- our hearts tivered, and faſtned' tv the 'creas 


eures ? How apt are we to ſingRequiems ts 


- 


the Goſpel ;Soule takg thy: refs; rhoig hy 


.. to aur fouls? and to fay as rich Dzvexrdid 'in 


*}& 
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| tare v to | 
dolize: ju to 9--vy a God | F 
of ur pn htepenig ? bur when Afﬀidttion 
comes upon us, when there is a fall of the 
leafe upen all ourcomforts, when our poſleiſi- 
ons are deftroyed, our hopes blaſted, and our | 
growing joyes defloured ; we begin to love 
God more, and to doate leſs upon the crea- 
' tures; and {p oureatthly mindednels is cured. 
By a lohg continued proſperity, even the ſoul 
« that wiſe King Svlowen melted into a love . 
of the world,and an effeminate declination in | 
Religion, gtoſſe humors did artcih;bim, and 
he grows Y youthful i im his old age, forwant'of 
an evill oecurrent (the ſharp Phy ſick of Afi 
Gon) to recoyer him : God orfor flirred 
up an. adverſary unte Solomon --- He ſent Afﬀeis 
Hong, and torus of warr upon him, and theſe 
exerciſed his ,graces, purged out his corrupti- 
ns, and recovered him. A tempeſt exerciſeth 
the kill of a Pilot: A battle exereilcth the 
welour af a Souldicr ; and' Aﬀittion cxereis 
 (eth the graces of..a Chriſtian. Thatexpreſli. | 


gurcahtigireſent: ſtemeth 2g\br joyous © neverthes - |. 
= - bp! 


_ 


Apoſtle 1s veryapt, Now xo Afiidtion | 


| wighteouſneſ fi, unto y which are gar there- 
- by. Wars trainc up Souldiers ;' and $ 
Spins up the Saints : they ace pleaſant, and 
-they are profitable cxerciſcs. 
Third! y,By encreaſeng onr Graces. What Natw- 
raliſts ſay of the Colewort, That it thrives better _ 
when it 3s watered with ſale water : The ſane | 
may 1 ſay of Grace, it thrives betrer, and en- 
creaſeth moſt, when it-1s ſprinkled with the 


ſalt water of AffliSion. The growth of Grace 


\ - 4s commonly promoted, whe God ſteeps it 
in theſe Grioiſh WaVCS. Grace is ſike the wid- 
 dows Oyle in the cruſe, thgmore it was pow. 
red out, the more it encreaſed: lo grace, the more «4 
it Is afflicted, the more it is encreaſed. We glary roms, 
in eribulations, knowing that tribulation worketh * * 

patience : And patience experience : and experie 
ence worketh , Fribulation worketh pati=- 
ence, that 1s, Le to Interpretations) 
; is A e's ; d carricth it on toperfedtis 
: it is the eFeale and perieGtion of this 
bavand of all our other graces.: Chriſtians 
» {like Children in their {ifknefles) ) hey WAX 
q:fironger, and wax * in grace, n * 

EY. | 
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, andy oodagſ,in.and. ce cheis ARG 


| though tryed with fire) may be found unto prayſe, _ 


oa right kinde, if they can Reafafily look npox it : : 
May nct I ſay, God doth thus deale with the | 


*  Heb.!1z, He choſe rather to ſuffer, then to enjoy fen' for @ 


ONS. £4 

' Fourthly, By proving eur - \eraces ; : Alifi- 
ons are for the. probation, and tryall of. our 
graces --- That the tryall of your faith:(being- 


much' more precious then of gold that perifbathe T | 


and honour, and glory --- "Tis a precious faith,,, 
which like a Star, ſhines brighteſt in the! darks | 
eſt night: "Tis-a prectous faith; that 'abides :] 
eriall. They ſay of che-Eagle, That ſhe tryer * 
her young brood, "6; expoſing thenr to the bright - 
beams of the Sun, and ſo judgeth them of the | 


Saints he brings them to the hot fire of Aﬀie - | 
Aion;and thereby eryes them: That grace is | ; 
of \ the right kinde, which' will abide-tryall,..|.; 
Moſes was a lofty Eagle of: the rigat kinde:z |? 


ſeaſon. He preferred the Aftiions of Iſrael; 
co the pleaſures of Egypr.: But Loty Wife was 
notright, who regreeting the loſs of Sodom; 
and her ſweet pleafures there, upon her tryall, + 
tankeg BreRg was turned. into a Pillar of, Salt... 

Beleeve g 


FT. - ; 


TY wir wa eifie” waredb a io whdrit 
| Ehiiſ; In Jubilce-dayes, and dayes of plea- 
ſure : but 
| Job eriumphant, who! is mettall tothe back, 
' and'can endure all AfiGions, this is a man 
' 6hely of the right kinde, this man onely is 


the beſt Chriſtian. Thus you ſee in the ſecond 


| place, - All Affli&ions work for our good, as # they 


| fend to promote Grace -in our hearts, And this 


j' they doe, By quickening our Graces, by exerciſing - 


our Grites \by encreaſing our Graces, hu by prove-= 
ing of our Graces. 


| 3. All Aﬀflictions work for our good, as they 
'\ trend to promote our glory. Atligions are the 


us, preſerves us. As Iſrael paſſed through the 
Red Sex to Canaan : So through the Red Sea 
| hal AfﬀfiiQtion, we pals to our Heavenl y Canaan. 
The way to our glorious Crowns, is by our 
earthly croſſes. *Tis a common Fpedch; Whea 
| | the way i» harder, we Ride the way the 
i} None fo bard, as that which Aitions 


- 
* + W *& * 


ventfrom the —_ Paradiſe ; avd bs ba 


1 Red Sea, which while it threats to ſwallow © 


aftere 
Ts, 

z 'Jand no way fo good: to Heaven ; tlie harder 

4 '[that way, the faſter we ride. Chriſt himſclfe 


give me'the man who is' a ſecond - 
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" Chriſtians: If you Cloak: upon the - Wiloryes 
[is Life, you will finde that he was, A men: of | 
lan,z.1, BIAny forrows : Or as it is in the Ozginall, He. 
was the Man that had ſeen Affiifjion. And what 
greater honour can there be, then to reſemble 
him? it ſhould be the Chriſtians ambition, - 
here, as hereafter it will be his glory, When 
"the-Souldiers of that brave and gallant Em-. | 
perour Severn, (for greater pomp in a- Tri- 
umph) were to put on Crowns of Bayes upon : 
their Heads; one Chriſtian, who was a Soul». 
dier, put his upon his Arme : And being der: 
mauyded the reaſon, anſwered; Nen decet Chri-' 
ftianums in hac. vita coronari : In this life a | 
Crown is-not becomming, And. Godfrey of 4 
. Bulloigne, when: he had detcated the Saracens, | 
and conquered the. Holy Land ;. whey he | 
ſhould have been made King, and have worne 
the Imperiall Crown-; he refuſed .it, ſaying, 
It was .not fit, that the ſervant ſhould weare 4 
. Crown of .Gold there, where his.Maſfter. wore but 
a Crow of. Thorns. 'Tis too much to live deli- 
cately here, and finde Abraham's boſome here- 
ter. The Sons of Zebedee were all for ambis|- 
be» + Shangzud -hanour.; they were for Digniticgg.. 


ang n 
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_ tells them, ere they rrp! t with-him; on- bis- 


ſure here,ſo much corment. hereafter; ſo.much- 


How much of the-one; ſo. much of the other. 
' Dives -in Hell, exemplifies .this* truth, wha, 


have his: » Brethreyy « come to the ms; Thee of 


"Haw, and. to1 A, es 


glortous T hrone,;they muſt drink, with bim. « on: 
earth\that bitter Cup. 1 know youcommend, 
the merry worldling, who is never troubled. - 
with croſſes, nor. exerciſed with: Afflitions :- 
but excuſe me, if I ſay, this-feliciry is. 
miſery.: Aſſure. your ſelfe, cis. fo much. pleas 


AftiQion, ſo much Glory. We may fay of 
every man, and to. every.man, who! enjoyes- 
altogethes the dclights of this world, as the! Y 
charge, is given agarnſt Babylon, How'mnch, ſheyRev me 
bath glorified ber ſelfe;. us "lived deliciouſly! _. 


261 
every day, ſomuch torment and ſorrow giveber.s. +8 q 


iatreats Abrakion to ſend Lazarus from: the: 
dead --- to ſpeak. to bis Brethren; lefÞ they, alſs 3." 16.4 


a7; z$ . 
come (into this place of torment.” Now: I cannot, 
think, .there is ſo mueh charity among the. 

F", = #5 Yo I cannot think there was-ſo much 


2podneſs in Dives in Hell, that he would not.,- 


TO 


— 


tormhent,-ow 2605/06" ahvd BI GariÞ 
love: to Kinaſelfe': he'then found' 'by ſad expe-" 
rience, the more his ſins were iniſraved? the 
more was he tormented :: As he had every 
day fared delicionfly,he now every day fares 
: milrably 3 ; how much'of the one, fo Nath of 
the other. So; how much Afﬀiaion, ſo much 
Glory, The 'Emperour, when he had one 
Crown-upon the point of hie Sword, and ano- | 
ther upowhis Head, faid, Terria in Celis, That # 
there was a third for. him in Heaven; $0, the 
Saints who have the Crown of eibalation- 
ere, be affared of another Crown, a | 
z "Ch of Honour; and of a third Crown in 
Few. be nnmk a Crown of Glory : Oar light AfftiStie. 
*-  on,which 4s but for a moment, worketh for us a far  } 
more exceeding and eternal weipbr of glory.” We' i 
reade not; that a mans wealth, or riche's, work | þ 
. forhima weight of glory ;but his Afflitions © 
.. doe, and'thar exceedingly, They work an ex- 
 eceding weight of Glory : Not that Afﬀidtions 
merit Glory ;(Merit is the fond Fable of the 
Church of Rome: they are the'wayes too, bur 
. , not the cauſes of, our Glory ; they purchaſe” 
not, Nr IRO_e they take Poffeftion of Heaver'3 
| the "7 


_—_ ” 


ſalvation: Bleſſed is: ub& Mew that 
temptation, or tribulation : for when be-is erged, 
be. ſhell receive the Crows of life. 'This'Crewn 
of life, the Grofſe of our life makes iway for; 
though there was.no Crofle, thaticould; crditl 
|} -ever merit it; but that of eur Savidate: 'Yer 


miſlive ſufferings of. a Chriſtianz That thi 
heavier. the weight of. oue Aflligion; the hek- 


vier: the weight of our Glory : Nay, one tight” 
 Afidrow, Gal work. for #5 -4n"'exceeding; antl” 


| eternall weight of. Glory, : And; now you fee, 
The M 'yſtery of AﬀfiSlionis ſuch, That it works 
for the good of all Chriſtians :-x; By promoting” 
| Comport. 2. by: promoting Grage. hn Myr at 


ay come now: 10 the ſeeond Propoſ tion.” 


Js 2- - The Myfi pfhergief Aﬀflikion (ibn bncoutoge;- 
Flord eomfart: the -iearts of 'all Chriſtians: Sbme 
{.there are, who'in ſtead of comforting, and. 
:eacouraging 'thendelyes. jinder' their [Attlifii« 


| ſee arc complainingathe: —_— bY 


| aley; aid cho-cthod, bac wotinhe ow 


thus much I may fay-for- the humble, and ſal 


; pevy- a | 


'? 


- Friticns = 4 na rod tir with Han 5-4 x 
'ruptions ; -but uſually roo much with \out- 
:ward evills; When God reproyed Fongh for | 
| South 'his Paſſion, Doe$t thou well to be' angry * Jonah. 
: &* weplycd, I doe well-to be angry, even- to death... 
; - Beleeve it, what this: Propher ſaid of his Paſ- 
ſion of Anger, 1 doe well --= others ſay of. their / 
Affliction, We. doe well to be forrowfull.: We doe © 
well ro be comfortleſi. They are cloath'd in 
'blacks, goc mourninp' all the day ltong,.and. 
think they havereaſon+to take their Crofle; 
' heavily :” When: indeed (the good of the F 
Crofle' confidered) they have no more reaſon! 
_-then\Micþs had, to walk:'mournfully before 
the Lord ; When the Children .of | Dan ſaid; 
E: Jobs 8. What ayleth thee ? He anſwered, Te hawe takett 
FF , awaythe gode which I made — and what bave I 
E Fe. amore? — and what is it that ye ſay, what aylerbÞ 
| © hee? As if he fhofild\fay, Have I not reafor 
to be troubled, when you tiave: rob'd me-ol 
WO oe Doe you think L can be comforted, 
when-I amithus afſlited: 2. Thus ſome,1 Ts 
yep they. have loſtb 


ſor wn 


yah Aly en V2 are py fl 4 4g 
(2% hey had reaſon for 1 ie 110k » 
- Bus this is the wi 
flor, it 13 bus a foolith carriage by 
xy with David, Why art thou dif 


quierd 0'my 2 ſo 7 We ſhould not ſay. H y 
qrt thou we ſquicted ? Tis dangerous tc togive 


| roo much way to griefe- in Aſflitions, and to 
| diſpute againſt our comforts, There are many 
vY onGderations, which may adminiſter com- / 
= and. "NDOIG i obs to ns in our AſfliQi< 


ons z eſpecially thele two Conſiderations. * 
Firſt, If we conſider the Author of theſe 
Aﬀflic 16 Fs which ; is God hunſelfe, one who 
4 ih ble own time, will make all theſe Croffes - 
" good, and beneficial. The diſtruftfull Chrj- 
tian under HAND. CrYEs out, as that imp 


» 4 patient King Tree! ” oy (0/3 my  tormentor I A 


And,t bis el v6 nf the Lord, 4 why ſhe 7 wh $ 5 50 


ol ſ Mee > "the crue To whe 


x Eu Afflition is . rofl. jafÞs, x * ns 
bs chriſt Let tid, PITS er 7} Mas is 
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il pqury pedreyy ® ts 
_ Alfliion to come vt fe "+ Fs 
mercifall Father, (one, who as h | 

with his wiſedome, ſo he {weetetis Ki with 
his love) and hereby he is coinferted. Ihdeet 
the catnall heart (who doth not experience 
that Gods Rods are ſteeped in oyle and honey; 
like a curious PatjeAt, whp having an ill opt- 
nion of the Phyſician, will take” none of his 
Receipts) hath a : picjudice againſt God Jand 
therefore, . becauſe is [marts a licele, c cryes,” 
Away with the Plaifter, and while the 4fli&blow. 
laſts, "refuſeth to be cotnforted. Burths* gra 
 ctous ſoule, who ſces the hand of God" I. | 
every condition, is comforted in every condis | 
tian 3 and therefore cakes his load tron Q 8 
as the Camel! doth from hts Maſter alw 
. upon his knees: This-man knows, *ris neit 
' ekance, nor blinde fortune, chathach br6ap 
ypon pi this, or char Afllition, bue rhe! 
vine: Decree, and the Divine W, wilt Ahd there: 
fore filencly ſubmirting t to. ſhe Dine, will, bt 


izencouraged, and chearf full. --- rf 6p Neta 
»+ that 16, | he ſu haut tted, whi ii God 7 
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ned pe tis im Pept ol New 
p PP iþ 
carry. inte Babylon : Apt hy Ce i 
from thea, ſpall they tokg, away, When -» pi 
Sal chis, what faid he ? Good is #be Word 
of abe Lord;ves. 8- He is not diſcouraged with 
= ſad: Propheſie of bis. Afprv%ione, nor bc 
ke diſpute;the caſe, and ſlay, Why Lord ! what, 3 
_ give #4 Jeruſalem, tbe holy City, into. the bands +... 
_. of Babylon ?.Shall-zhe Sons deſceuded from Da- 1 
id, bi deftiu'd to the Captivity, and Bondage of 
- ge uncirenmet{ed?. Or, ſpall; thoſe: who) «re borne 
- j  Trinces, higane no. better then Babyloniſh Pag TT. 
e. £4. ; No,.theugh this Rod was ſmart; yet ahh, He- 
Is ' ekiab kiſſes it, and filent]y \cilds to this Di- © 
\ |. ane correction. : he. knows, That 'theagh be ny 
p;4 q) [00 griefe, 32 will be baye compaſſion, edtire 
>| +80 dhe multirude of his mertjes, And. therefore 
" he ſpeaks nothing, bue what breaths” forch 
| bumble (abmiſſion, Good. is the Ward of the © 
- | » here... Thus Devid was PIG pop 5 4 
THE, ans God Atilied hid : vhbs, 1: pray 
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'Y Mr, 0. his Proxey ſaluted Nabal --- "Peace be anto' ty. 


"manners: When he ſence forth his Diſciples, w, 
-* this was his Dogtine, "When: yo" com 


wounded : this Glenee 's +lou$ fi \As Hierghe 
faid to: Vigilantike, fo may a man [ay toGods 
\chjemies, Meam injuriam patienter kl} ---'thie 
wrong done tomy {ele is patiencly{uffered; 
bat an injury to God, is not to be endured. 
Tis a fin to be. ſilent, when we may bring 
ploy: to God, and good unto our Brethren. 
2% There is a ſ upertticious ſilence ::Shchwere 
thoſe od Monks of Egypt; who{as Caſſian re- 
© ports) were Vmbrarum more filemtes.; as ſpeech- 
" Teffe #5 Ghoſts. What deTtheooſe, and dil- 
' ordetly.rabble of ont” Phanticks a.thiv<day, q 
bue Cuperſtitiouſly imitate them, Who will noe |: 
fpeak a word to any as they meetthem;-or |: 
_ paſs by them: .Itwas the conimon-/greetirig'of , 
the Jews, Peace be uns your} Thus David by 


houſe --- Chriſt himſelf wasns enemy to 


cometh 4 
houſe ſalme' gt: ARd- the 'ApoRiles; that: itley 
"might. mix New-Teftament-mattern, with Qld 
"Teſtament manners; haSekis fore of 
""tativny! Grave be ute yon; und 4Pbite;i 
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aecotboaidar 
is.2 holy filentey) when? ive fork »}at 
and. ſabibits ro-God in/every coil I 
-vay.the hlefſed:temperof:B13}.aukaly _ 
.fedls his: Lips, qd he dayenamnoli] Jeubiche 
.. | , Lord; lethimdos 02 2am:r}.4a8 
- | -Pridcely David dnviees aid imhew 16x: firangy 
, | Ciglit; Come, bp bolt! Whatiaohe fight? 
chic ener: dyks Yepyiſtranga 47A : 
;thing-of great. ams2dmep? 11 Owne; beko{d the Pal 467 
works of the Lord \anflzembſolatiabr be bathinade © 
can: be Earth (3: Behold lheferdefolations wie 
.m2y:5 nay; behold*theisivermuſtb hug: 
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